Introduction
Since the comprehensive review of the west Palaearctic fauna of the family Scythrididae by Bengtsson (1997a) , new discoveries have been made and several species new to science have been found throughout the Palaearctic region. While examining Palaearctic scythridids preserved in the Zoological Museum in Helsinki, Finland, six new species were discovered by Bengtsson (1997b) . Moreover, some specimens collected by H. Hacker in Pakistan and India appeared to belong to species with partly Palaearctic distribution (Bengtsson 1997c ); Scythris taygeticola was described from Greece (Scholz 1997) , Scythris saarelai and Scythris gladiella from Spain (Nupponen & Nupponen 1999 , 2004 , and from Tunisia Nupponen (2001) described two new species, viz. Scythris kefensis and S. spectatorella. In addition to valuable investigations of the biology of some Polish scythridids, Baran (2004) contributed one new species (Scythris buzkoi) from Ukraine. Furthermore, Courtois (1996) elucidated the problem with Scythris rouxella (Constant, 1865) and provided new data on the biology of some other French species.
Regarding the eastern and central parts of the Palaearctic region, more than twenty new species have been described principally by Finnish and Russian lepidopterists as a result of several entomological expeditions in the Ural Mountains, Altai Mountains, the Baikal area and other areas (Nupponen, et al. 2000 , Nupponen & Nupponen 2001 , Nupponen 2003 . Moreover, Sachkov (1995 Sachkov ( , 1998 Sachkov ( , 1999 Sachkov ( , 2000a Sachkov ( , 2000b Sachkov ( , 2002 primarily contributed faunistic and biological data of numerous scythridids from the Samara area, and with the co-author Sinev described several new species, including Scythris ustjuzhanini (Sachkov & Sinev 2001) . also described fourteen new species from eastern and central Russia, and clarified some nomenclatural issues. Earlier Sinev (1993) had described Scythris mikkolai and S. jalavai from the Altai area.
Some additions to the scythridid list have also been discovered from the southern parts of the Palaearctic region. Passerin d'Entrèves and Roggera (2003) described Apostibes dharhani from Pakistan, and one year later the same authors (Passerin d'Entrèves & Roggera 2004) added the following species: Scythris tauromeniella (Italy), S. landryi (Tunisia), S. herati and S. nielseni (Afghanistan). Scythris ghaemii was discovered in Iran (Bengtsson & Huemer 2003) and in the Alps Scythris arerai was found new to science (Huemer 2000) .
Further observations and discoveries have recently been made, and an account of these is given below. The species are listed alphabetically in generic and specific order.
Material and methods
Scythridid specimens from the following collections and institutions were examined for this paper. Full-name private collections mentioned in the paper are not included in the list below. Acronyms follow the "Abbreviations for The illustrations of imagines were made using Canon F1, Canon 50 mm macro lens with 2 and 60 mm extender. The genitalia pictures were produced with compound microscope Euromex EB and 5/0.10 achromat lens.
List of species
Enolmis tunisiae sp. n.
Material examined. Holotype: #, Tunesia, N. of Gafsa, 6.IV.1998 Diagnosis. Externally Enolmis tunisiae sp. n. is similar e.g. to E. acanthella (Godart, 1824) that occurs abundantly in the southwest of Europe, and to other closely-related species. Safe determination can only be attained using genitalia examination. In the male genitalia, the shape of the valvae is decisive, the right valva being stouter than in any other species of Enolmis. The female genitalia, however, are difficult to separate based on our present knowledge.
Imago (Fig. 1a-b ): Wingspan 16-18 mm. Head intensively brown, face slightly paler. Scape brown with long, brown pecten. Flagellum brownish, length of cilia half that of flagellum diameter. Labial palps porrect or hardly ascending, short, brown, terminal joint with whitish ring at base. Neck tuft pale brownish. Tegulae and thorax brown with some pale scales. Forewing with whitish ground-colour and dark markings typical for the genus: at base a brownish grey blotch and outside this some small greyish spots; across midwing a fascia with straight inner margin and sometimes with minor interruption in middle; posteriorad of fascia an oval, blackish spot and above tornus one or two diffuse greyish spots; subapically an arch with greyish scales, originat-ing from tornus, not reaching costa. Fringe fuscous with paler base, around tornus dirty beige. Hindwing pale brownish grey with light brownish or dark, dirty beige fringe. Foreleg fuscous with beige inner surface. Midleg chequered in fuscous and pale beige, a broad ring at tibia most prominent. Hindleg pale beige or ivory. All legs with golden brown coxae. Abdomen dorsally brown beige or rusty yellow with paler hind margins on each segment, ventrally ivory; anal tuft ivory.
Male genitalia (Fig. 2a-b ): Uncus subtrapezoid, rather slender, at posterior end shallowly incurved. Gnathos with short, basal loop and more or less hooked, distal arm. Left valva stout, constricted in middle, at end broad and rounded with additional long flap, and near the end of longitudinal ridge a dense brush with short, dark bristles. Right valva claviform, bent ventrally, distal part widened with more or less evident incurved distal margin. Aedeagus shorter than half length of left valva, slightly sigmoid, tapered, apex slightly hooked. Sternum 8 subtriangular with deep, medioanterior excavation, concave subapical sides and rounded tip with small, lateral projection. Tergum 8 a small, subtriangular, arched plate.
Female genitalia ( Fig. 2d ): Assuming the presented illustration actually belongs to E. tunisiae sp. n. (see "Note" below) the genitalia are difficult to separate from those of E. userai (Agenjo, 1962) . Henia with wide "head" and also wide in other parts, the whole of henia broader than in userai. Hind margin of sternum 7 reinforced by a sclerotized zone in shape of a flying bird seen from the front, medially with pair of digitate, subparallel processes.
Biology. Unknown. Imagines were found in early November and in early April.
Distribution. Only known from Tunisia. Etymology. The species-name refers to Tunisia from where the type material originates.
Note. The two specimens under "Additional material" seem to be lost. When the late E. Jäckh was returning the specimens he had received for determination they apparently disappeared during transportation. There is a small possibility that they are deposited in the Smithsonian Institution, USA, where the rest of the Jäckh collection is preserved, but so far they have not been found there. Nevertheless, the male undoubtedly belongs to E. tunisiae sp. n., as the genitalia were photographed by Jäckh and are easily recognized (Fig. 2c ). The female genitalia described in this paper probably belong to the new species as the external appearance (see Fig. 2d ) does not match to the typical appearance of E. userai. Up to the present, E. userai is only recorded from Spain. The external appearance of the female is shown in Fig. 1b Diagnosis. Resembles superficially S. subaerariella (Stainton, 1867) and some other similar scythridid and cannot be safely determined without examination of the genitalia. The large, strongly sclerotized uncus with its distinctive shape is typical for the species and can already be discerned by gently removing the anal tuft.
Imago (Fig. 1c) : Wingspan 11-12 mm. Head, antennae, labial palpi, tegulae, thorax and forewing essentially olive brown but flagellum with whitish scales beneath to beyond middle, basal joint of labial palpi cream, second joint with some cream scales. Forewing slightly glossy, with a cream streak in fold from base to tornal area, gradually disappearing, in apical area plenty of pale brown slender scales. Ventral side of thorax cream, glossy. Coxa and femur of all legs cream or very pale ochreous, tibiae ochreous or brown ochreous. Abdomen in male dark fuscous dorsally, ventrally dirty cream; anal tuft in lateral view with two short brushes.
Male genitalia (Figs. 3a-b Diagnosis. Can be separated from other dark scythridids only by dissection of the genitalia. In male the diverging uncus prongs and the incurved valva-tips are diagnostic features for S. divergens sp. n., in female the funnel-shaped antrum and the concave, postero-lateral sclerotization of the hind margin of segment 8.
Imago (Fig. 1d) : Wingspan 11-12 mm. Head, collar, labial palpi, antennae, tegulae, thorax and forewing dark brownish, fresh specimens with faint purplish gloss in forewing, old specimens with olive hue and paler. Hindwings rich dark brown. Cilia blackish brown in both wings. Legs blackish brown. Coloration of abdomen in male as in forewing, anal tuft trifid; female abdomen with same colour but penultimate segments slightly paler ventrally.
Male genitalia (Fig. 3c-d spines. Antrum funnel-shaped, distinctly outlined. Biology. Unknown. Adults were found in May.
Distribution. Lebanon, Turkey. Etymology. The species-name alludes to the shape of uncus and of the tip of the male sternum 8 (diverge = diverto in Latin).
Note. This species belongs to the pascuella species-group (cf. Bengtsson 1997b) that comprises about 40 species.
Scythris immaculatella (Chambers, 1875)
Syn. Scythris kostjuki Diagnosis. Externally well-marked specimens of S. kaschmirica may be confused with the Greek scythridid S. jaeckhi Bengtsson, 1989 but differ considerably in genitalia. Also superficially similar to S. paelopyga (Staudinger, 1880) from Turkey but the contrast between the whitish streak in the fold and the rest of the forewing is stronger.
Imago (Fig. 5a ): Wingspan 11-14 mm. Head, antennae, tegulae and thorax olive fuscous. Labial palpi fuscous, basal third cream. Forewing olive grey, around fold and on midcosta very pale olive grey. Fringe olive fuscous. Hindwing and its fringe fuscous. Dorsal surface of hind leg tibia fuscous, rough-scaled, ventral surface whitish; tibia dark brown ventrally, dirty whitish dorsally. Abdomen of male tapered, dorsally ochreous brown, segment 1-2 dark grey; ventral side ochreous beige; anal tuft compressed and pointed posteriorly. Female abdomen broad, olive fuscous dorsally but segment 1-2 greyish, cream ventrally. Male genitalia (Fig. 6a-b) : Uncus hoodshaped, large. Gnathos absent. Valvae straight, rather short, at tip widening in pair of digitate processes, diverging and widely separated from each other, the posterior process with long bristles, the anterior with short teeth at tip. Aedeagus very long, curved about 180E, almost evenly thick. Sternum 8 a hexagonal plate, medially with a transverse, sclerotized ridge, posteriorly with pair of horns. Tergum 8 a weakly membranous girdle.
Female genitalia (Fig. 4b ): Ostium reniform, asymmetrically located to the left at the hind margin of segment 8. Anteroventral suture of segment 8 bordered by long sclerotized rim. Apophyses anteriores very short, bent outwards or recurved.
Biology. Imagines were found in July. Host plant Indigofera gerardiana (Fabaceae), according to the label of one of the paratypes.
Distribution. Afghanistan, India (Kaschmir). Etymology. The species name is referring to the region where the holotype was found.
Note. Based on the shape of uncus and lack of gnathos in the male genitalia, the very short apophyses anteriores, the medioventral structure of segment 8 and the asymmetrical position of ostium in the female genitalia, Scythris kaschmirica belongs to the aerariella species-group.
Scythris linnavuorii sp. n.
Material examined. Holotype: #, ISRAEL, S. Distr., Eilfaz nr Timna, 19.IV.1986, R. Linnavuori leg. Genitalia on slide BÅB 1046X. In coll. FMNH.
Diagnosis. Easy to confuse with a few species from the Arabian Peninsula but all of those are larger. Some Mediterranean species may be mixed up with the new species, e.g. Scythris canescens (Staudinger, 1880) and S. cupellella Bengtsson, 1997 but both have a paler groundcolour. The genitalia of S. linnavuorii are distinct by the shape of uncus and aedeagus.
Imago (Fig. 5b) : Wingspan 8 mm. Whole moth ochreous beige, forewing with small, longitudinal, brownish dashes at 1/6 and at 1/3 in fold, and further suffusion of brownish scales in outer half, most concentrated in a dot above tornus. Flagellum with cilia longer than diameter of flagellum.
Male genitalia (Fig. 6c-d Diagnosis. Cannot be separated from other plain, bronzy fuscous scythridids. Only dissection of genitalia may provide safe determination. The shape of gnathos and the valvae are distinct.
Imago (Fig. 5c ): Wingspan 9-10 mm. Whole moth bronzy fuscous without markings in forewing. Labial palpi rather slender, ascending, reaching upper margin of eye. Abdomen dorsally dark fuscous, ventrally brownish silvery, becoming darker anteriorly. Anal tuft fuscous.
Male genitalia (Fig. 7a-b Note. Scythris nepalensis appears to be a member of the laminella species-group but the structure of gnathos is not quite typical for the group.
Scythris nipholecta Meyrick, 1918
Material examined. Diagnosis. Cannot be separated externally from other similar scythridids, especially since the type material is old and the forewing colours have faded or become browner. The male genitalia can be separated from the other species in the obscurella species-group by the wide valvae and the female genitalia have different sterigma compared to the close relatives in the group, particularly S. vernusella Jäckh, 1978 (see below) .
Imago ( Fig. 8a-b ): Wingspan 12-13 mm. Head, antennae, tegulae, thorax and forewing fuscous. Labial palpi fuscous, on basal joint many whitish scales, on second joint some whitish scales. Hindwing pale greyish beige. Hind leg with bone-coloured tuft on upper surface, otherwise fuscous. Male abdomen fuscous, anal tuft rather compressed, covering the genitalia. Female abdomen fuscous dorsally, ultimate segment bone-coloured; ventral side fuscous, medially with bone-coloured scales, denser posteriorly, ultimate segment completely bone-coloured. Papillae anales protruding.
Male genitalia (Fig. 7c-d ): Uncus U-shaped. Gnathos thorn-shaped with very broad base. Valvae basically scoop-shaped, broad and bent in middle. Aedeagus tapered, in terminal half evenly curved. Sternum 8 subtrapezoid, anteriorly concave, posteriorly with medial, shallowly cleft extension. Tergum 8 subtrapezoid, membranous.
Female genitalia (Fig. 4c) : Sterigma Ushaped as in S. vernusella, but posterior part diffuse and not ending in sclerotized tips. Transverse bar between apophyses anteriores narrow and well defined. At each side of sterigma two conspicuous rows of short bristles. Ductus bursae evenly broad, indistinct.
Distribution. Turkey (Kasikoparan, i.e. today's Kagizman, situated in a NE-oriented valley of Asagi Dag).
Biology. Unknown. Imagines were found in August.
Etymology. This species is dedicated to Dr. Michael Shaffer at BMNH who provided these specimens from the museum.
Note. S. shafferi sp. n. belongs to the obscurella species-group.
Scythris subcassiterella Bengtsson, 1997
Material examined. Distribution. Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, France, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Monaco, "Sovjet Union", Spain, Turkey, "Yugoslavia". 
